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Fire in Buddhism 


In Buddhism fire is discussed in three main ways: 
1) Suttas in The Pali Canon 
SN Samyutta-Nikaya 35.28 Adittapariyaya Sutta The Fire Sermon 


Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%80dittapariy%C4%81ya_ Sutta 


2) The Three Fires/Poisons akusala-mdla 


The three fires/poisons are also known as the three akusa/a-mi/a unwholesome roots 
(akusala-miala): greed (lobha), hate (dosa) and delusion (moha). 


Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_ poisons 


3) The Four Elements catudhatu 
In Buddhism, the four elements catudhatu are earth, water, fire and air. 


In Theravada Buddhism the elements are known as dhatu. The Fire element is known as 
tejo-dhatu. 


Venerable Nyanatiloka explains in his Buddhist Dictionary 


dhatu: ‘elements’, are the ultimate constituents of a whole. 

(I) The four physical elements (dhatu or maha-bhita), popularly called earth, water, 
fire and wind, are to be understood as the primary qualities of matter. They are 
named in Pali: pafhavi-dhatu, 4po-dhatu, tejo-dhatu, and vayo-dhatu. In Visuddhi 
Magga Xl, 2 the four elements are defined thus: “Whatever is characterised by 
hardness (thaddha-lakkkhana) is the earth or solid-element; by cohesion 
(abandhana) or fluidity, the water-element; by heating (paripacana), the fire or heat- 
element; by strengthening or supporting (vitthambhana), the wind or motion-element. 
All four are present in every material object, though in varying degrees of strength. If, 
for instance, the earth element predominates, the material object is called ‘solid’, etc. 
For the analysis of the four elements, see dhatu-vavatthana. 


Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mah%C4%81bh%C5%ABta 
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SN 35.28: Adittapariyaya Sutta The Fire Sermon 

Several months after his Awakening, the Buddha delivers this sermon to an audience of 
1000 fire-worshipping ascetics. In his characteristically brilliant teaching style, the Buddha 
uses a metaphor that quickly penetrates to the heart of the audience - in this case, the 
metaphor of fire. Upon hearing this sermon, the entire audience attains full Awakening 
(arahatta). 

Read by Bhante Henepola Gunaratana. 
https://www.suttareadings.net/audio/sn35.028.guna.mp3 
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Mind Like Fire Unbound: An Image in the Early Buddhist Discourses, (4th edition, 
2010), by Thanissaro Bhikkhu (Geoffrey DeGraff). “Early Buddhism borrowed two of 
its central terms from the workings of fire. Upadana, or clinging, originally referred to 
the fuel that kept fire burning; nibbana, the name of the goal, to a fire's going out. 
This is the first book to examine these terms from the perspective of how the early 
Buddhists themselves viewed fire — what they saw happening as a fire burned, and 
what happened to the fire when it went out — to show what light this perspective 
throws on Buddhist doctrine in general, and the practice of meditation in particular. 
With extensive quotations from the Pali Canon, newly translated, this is also a useful 
sourcebook for anyone who wants to encounter Buddhist teachings in their earliest 
known context. 
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